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UNECE has played a key role in the post-conflict regional cooperation in Southeast Europe, by 
providing substantive support to the Southeast European Cooperative Initiative (SECI) since 1996 
and then to the Stability Pact for Southeast Europe, since 1999. After the successful completion of 
the tasks of SECI and the Stability Pact, the Member States took a decision to establish a Regional 
Cooperation Council (RCC) for Southeast Europe, which would be driven by the countries in the 
region (as opposed to SECI and the Stability Pact, which were driven by the external assistance of 
major international actors. In this process, UNECE was invited by the Bulgarian Government to 
participate in the official meeting on closing the Stability Pact and establishing the RCC, to become 
a member of the RCC, and to organize an event highlighting the past and future involvement of 
UNECE in building a better economic environment in the Southeast European region. The problem 
is that RCC is practically a different organization from the Stability act, and most of its staff and 
experts still do not have experience and background in running international cooperation projects.  
 
UNECE co-organized this seminar together with the Bulgarian Foreign Ministry at its premises, 
back-to-back with the launching meeting of the RCC. Goran Svilanovic, former Foreign Minister of 
Serbia and Chair of Working Table I of the Stability Pact presented his report on UNECE’s role in 
Southeast Europe. The presentation and panel discussion with the participation of Bulgaria’s Foreign 
Minister Ivailo Kalfin, the UNECE Executive Secretary Marek Belka, UNDP Resident 
Representative Mr. Jacquelin, political scientists Ivan Krastev and Ognyan Shentov, was well 
attended, and there was active participation from the audience. Mr. Belka and the Bulgarian Foreign 
Minister I. Kalfin discussed the position of Bulgaria on regional SEE cooperation, the role of 
UNECE in it, and Kosovo. Mr. Kalfin supports furthering the activities of the UN, UNDP and 
UNECE in Bulgaria and the region, the creation of a “UN House” in Sofia, and the idea of 
establishing a regional PPP Centre in Sofia. Bulgaria values the UNECE expertise in trade and trade 
facilitation and it would be helpful if UNECE cooperates both with RCC and CEFTA in this area. 
Bulgaria supports regional cooperation in SEE, if it leads to EU membership for the Western Balkan 
countries. Mr. Belka informed him about the proposal of UNECE to establish joint technical 
assistance projects with Bulgaria for third countries. Mr. Belka, Executive Secretary of UNECE 
(representing also the UN Secretary General), spoke at the final meeting of the Stability Pact for 
SEE and inaugural meeting of the RCC. Several participants took up the concrete examples in the 
speech and suggested that UNECE should launch Work Plans to deal with the unfinished work 
mentioned in them (e.g. on implementing the TIR Convention in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro and UNMIK/Kosovo, or creating a harmonized trade information exchange in the 
region). The seminar was attended by diplomats from Bulgaria and accredited to Bulgaria, delegates 
to the opening seminar of RCC, NGOs, researchers, and journalists.  
 
As a result of these activities, UNECE became a member of RCC; UNECE and RCC agreed to 
establish at least three new projects with fast delivery of results. It was agreed to organize an 
exchange of knowledge series of events between the two organizations. In a further perspective, such 
an exchange of experience was organized on 2 June 2008, which led to the definition of three 
projects for cooperation.  
 

Thematic focus Venue Date Total participants 
Regional cooperation in SEE Sofia, Bulgaria 26-27 Feb. 

2008 
70 

 


